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The London Symphony Chorus
Choral Conducting Scholarships
Supported by

The London Symphony Chorus Endowment Fund


The London Symphony Chorus Choral Conducting Scholarships are designed to offer young musicians a unique opportunity to learn about choral conducting through experience with one of the world’s leading symphonic choruses. 

The scheme aims to help facilitate and encourage the development of the next generation of conductors by offering practical experience of the processes and techniques necessary to direct, work with and manage a symphony chorus. The Scholarships also offer some financial assistance, and offer the recipients the support of the Chorus Director of the LSC, an experienced practitioner, as he or she develops their choral conducting skills. 

The scheme provides a rare opportunity to work closely with a leading symphonic chorus. It is managed by the London Symphony Chorus, a registered charity. The scheme is co-financed by the London Symphony Chorus Endowment Fund. 

The opportunities will include: attendance at chorus rehearsals, conductors' piano rehearsals, orchestral tuttis, planning meetings, consultations with conductors, language coaching sessions, pre-concert warm-ups, recordings, concerts and possibly tours. It is intended that the successful candidates will have the opportunity for hands-on experience with the Chorus.  

· The Scholarships are intended for individuals who may have relatively little experience of choral conducting but are expecting this to form a significant part of their future career. 

· The scope of the Scholarship is intended to primarily embrace advanced students studying conducting as a key discipline and post-graduates who wish to gain skills in this field but who may not have had experience of directing large choirs or acting as chorus master for other conductors. 

· The Scholarship will run from January 2010 for one year.

· Two Scholarships will be available.

The Scholarship 

The Scholarship award comprises: 

i) Financial Award Applicants granted a Scholarship will be awarded an honorarium of £250 per quarter plus reasonable expenses, for assistance with costs incurred in pursuit of the aims of the scholarship for the duration of the Scholarship, normally one year. 

Applicants should note that the final decision on the award is at the discretion of the Council of the London Symphony Chorus. 

ii) Mentoring One of the benefits of the Scholarship will be access to mentoring from the Chorus Director of the London Symphony Chorus. He will organise regular meetings to identify and monitor learning objectives, review and feed back on progress, advise and act as a regular liaison point between the recipient and the governing Council of the London Symphony Chorus. The recipient may also receive guidance from the conductors with whom the Chorus collaborates. 

The Selection Process 

Selection Criteria - successful applicants will: 

· ideally be undertaking post-graduate or other advanced study at a UK educational establishment;
· have a firm commitment to a career which includes an element of choral conducting; 

· need to demonstrate how they believe the Scholarship would help them develop their conducting career; 

· need to demonstrate that they have the potential to benefit fully from the Scholarship. 

Selection Process 
Applications are considered by a small selection panel and applicants will be required to attend an interview for the final selection process. Applicants will have the chance to come and see the chorus at work in advance of this process. 

Successful applicants will be required to produce regular reports on their progress (to be discussed and agreed with the Chorus Director) so that the London Symphony Chorus may ensure that both recipient and Chorus are reaping the maximum possible benefit from the award. 

How to Apply 

If you would like to apply for the Scholarship please read all of the information carefully, then: 

1. Your Application 

· Complete the enclosed application form. 

· Write a short submission which: 

· explains why you are applying for a Scholarship 

· explains the way in which you would use a Scholarship award 

· indicates how you believe your career would benefit from the process.

This submission should be confined to 1000 words or fewer.

· Provide a current CV. 

Your application must demonstrate that you are committed to a career in music. 

Send all of the above to: Choral Conducting Scholarship, London Symphony Chorus, 8 Woodlands Road, Romford RM1 4HD 

2. References 
Pass the enclosed reference form to between two and three appropriate referees currently working in the music industry or teaching in music education. They must complete the forms and return them to the above address. 

YOUR APPLICATION AND REFERENCES MUST ARRIVE BY 5.00PM ON FRIDAY 9th OCTOBER 2009 

The London Symphony Chorus is the UK’s leading symphonic chorus and is based in the City of London. It is a registered charity. 

The 
LONDON SYMPHONY CHORUS
President: Sir Colin Davis CH 
Chorus Director: Joseph Cullen  

Registered Office: 230 Bishopsgate, London EC2M 4QH 
VAT Registration No. 311 400726       Registered in England No. 1271179      Registered Charity no. 272866 

